SAFETY Program
Systemic Approach For Engaging Targeted Youth
Hancock County Juvenile Court’s Dual Status Youth Program
Purpose
Provide a safe, therapeutic alternative for youth (ages 10-17) removed from their home after committing an act of violence against a family member - with the goal of safely returning them home with long-term supports in place.
How It Works
1. Law Enforcement Response
- Youth placed in respite foster care instead of detention, when appropriate.
- If detention is necessary, case is still considered for SAFETY track.
[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Multi-Disciplinary Team Assigned Immediately
- Juvenile Prosecutor
- Assistant Public Defender
- Local Mental Health Provider
- Job & Family Services - CPSU
- Probation Officer
- School staff
- Family/Family Supports
-Youth after the first MDT meeting
3. Short-Term Therapeutic Intervention
- Further team meetings
- Home visits by CPSU via a FINS case (family in need of services); and CASA
- Services and support, for both youth and family.
- 90-180 day program duration.
Why It Works
Reduces detention, limits the traumas associated with confinement.
Improves family reintegration/long term success.
Addresses root causes, not just the incident.
Strengthens collaboration between law enforcement, courts, and service providers.
Decrease in youth placed in CPSU custody.
Key Lessons Learned
Build partnerships early.
Ensure respite foster care availability.
Involve law enforcement in program design.
Stay flexible - each case is unique.

Contact:  Mackenize Miccichi
Hancock County Juvenile Court
mmmiccichi@co.hancock.oh.us | 419-424-7027
